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the profession and to the community, as be- 
MEDICAL PROGRESS. ; ing the best qualified among us, are frequent- 

Extracts from the Report of the Committee ' ly arraigned before the courts on such suits, 
in the Prevalence of Suits for Mal-practice. ; and often unjustly convicted of the charge, 
Read before the Erie County, Pennsyl-} while those known as gross and ignorant 
vania, Medical Society).— [The following ' pretenders, whose whole existence is a 
very able and well written report, relates; continued system of mal-practice, pass un- 
0 a subject of interest not only to the pro-} noticed and unharmed. 
ession, but also to the public. Suits for}; These suits appear in the majority of 
mal-practice against well qualified one oe to be instigated by the worst motives, 
ters of the profession have become so fre-! and are terminated by decisions contrary to 
sent in some parts of our country, that?) truth, justice and common sense. 
many physicians there, positively refuse to} Such results are undoubtedly a perversion 
‘uke charge of a surgical case ; and patients} of the legal principles and provisions under 
ire often left to endure pain and suffering! which mal-practice suits are instituted, and 
fra long time before a practitioner can be} the Committee will now endeavour to set 
und who is willing to give his assistance, } forth the influences to which the evil is to 
and thus subject himself to the liability of} be attributed. 
ving involved in an expensive law suit,} The principal and fountain source of all 
iid perhaps unjustly mulct in ruinous dam-} the wrong, is the want of popular informa- 
izes, should the result of the case not be? tion as to the nature of medical science, 
satisfactory to the patient or his friends, or} and as to what should in all fairness be ex- 
‘uould such result afford the least pretext} pected from a qualified physician and sur- 
or a claim for damages. geon. 

We conceive that we are subserving the} From this prevailing ignorance and mis- 
nterest of all parties, by giving such pub-} conception, the medical practitioneris ex- 
city to the report as we are enabled to do} pected to be the bold controller of nature 
oY inserting it in our columns. ] instead of her vigilant observer, faithful 

The committee to which was referred the } follower and intelligent assistant. Certain 
tudject of suits for mal-practice, report:}and mechanical results are confidently 
‘tat those practitioners who are known to{looked for, where true and high science 
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would teach that nothing but probabilities 
can be reached by human skill. It is true, 
that correct scientific or professional know. 
ledge increases those probabilines; but 
those who study our profession most labort- 
ously and profoundly, know that their 
chances of arresting disease depend upon 
the extent and variety of their acquirements, 
but that nothing ean give the power of cer- 
tainty. Hence, the conscientious practl- 
tioner of medicine feels that there can be 
no limit tothe obligation and the necessity 
for adding to his attainments, and that his 
duty is to go from one acquirement to an- 
other. Oue so enlightened will promise 
no certain cure for the slightest ailment, for 
he well knows that under the mysterious 
agency of vital laws, which are hidden by 
Providence from the scrutiny of man, death 
may result from the slightest derangement 
of the human organism. A scratch may 
terminate in fatal mortification; tetanus 
and death be caused by the extraction of a 
tooth or even a too close clipping of the 
nails, and in fifteen minutes life has been 
terminated by the sting of a wasp. Hence, 
the well 
may be contident of his ability to select 
with indgment among the various remedies 
with which he is familiar, and though he 
may know that they are rationally suited to 
the case he is treating, awaits with cautious 
hope rather than bold assurance a result 
which it is not with him to determine. But 
because an infallible certainty cannot be 


reached, there is no reason or excuse for. 


failure inthe labours of science; the pro 
fessional man is bound by every increased 
chance and probability to go on. The 
uncertainty which attends our profession 
is applicable to every avocation which is 
connected with the laws of nature. All 
such professions must acknowledge the 
same subjection to influences beyond their 
control, as attaches to that of him who 
deals with the 
beings, and must submit all their hopes to 
contingencies which they can neither fore- 
see nor prevent. 

The agriculturist who, with a practical 
knowledge of his pursuit, has an intelligent 
acquaintance with the principles which 


influence it—with the control of climates ‘ 


and seasons, and with the nature of soils— 


one who works in blindness and ignorance, 
and during a series of years his average re- 


informed physician, though he | 


‘turns will be much greater and more sees, 


but with the application of all his knoy 
ledge and skill, he cannot on any one yeu 
feel an assurance of success, — Drough;s 
may parch his fields, or floods drown thy 
frosts nip his fruits inthe bud or blight |. 
grain in the ear. a" 
The navigator carefully studies the ey; 
rents, which sweep noiselessly throu 
the ocean, and the laws which govern the 
winds blowing over its surface, and whe: 
his vessel is trusted to this vast machiner: 
of nature, it is in no blind ignorance ef +) 
forces moving it. The addition made to the 
stores of nautical knowledge in all )s 
branches, has not only shortened the time 
of long voyages, but added to the tora 
average security with which the ocean js 
traversed, and it is clear that the proba)!). 
ties of success will be greater for the vesse! 
in proportion to the intelligence and pro. 
fessional acquirements of those having he: 


in charge; but the finest ship that ever 
‘floated, navigated with all the skill which 


man’s intellect can display, may never 
reach her port—may be cast, a shattered 
wreck, on the shore; and even if she be 
brought into harbour, it may be dismantled, 
rigging, spars and cargo all gone, and yet, 


‘in this crippled condition, she may be a 


monument of more nautical science than i! 

she had made her voyage unharmed. 
The foregoing considerations apply with 

yet greater force to our profession, which 


‘deals not only with nature and its physica 


laws, but with the moral and intellectua 
nature of man; and this wonderful com)i- 
nation of average and increasing succes 
with an ever existing uncertainty, 13 2 
beautiful exhibition of the harmonivus laws 
by which the wisdom of Providence recot- 


-ciles apparent contrariety. A general and 
° ° las 
progressive success is necessary to stimulate 


. ° hy ’ 
man to steady and progressive exertion, ¥! 


‘did he reach certainty where the laws 0! 
living, thinking human 


nature are concerned, he would lose his 
dependence upon God, and hence occasio!- 


‘ally all the arrangements and protections 0! 
‘science and philosophy vanish betore the 


— 
asserted omnipotence of the Deity; @® 
yet man has no excuse to refrain from !ur 


‘ther study and renewed exertion. 


: , Ape: 
It is an ignorance of, or want of refle 


2 . . . p 
‘tion upon, these principles which forms the 
has a much greater chance of success than’ 


foundation for the prevalence of quackery. 


‘and of the unjust persecutions which e 
sos splay 
,sue the regular practitioner, and disp!2} 
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shemselves 10 groundless suits. The pre- upon the regular physician; they act upon 
are to medicine meets the popular ex- the popular prejudices and foment the suit. 
vectation by promising infallible remedies, The sympathy to which we have alluded, 
orevery disease. ‘The quack is not always, , misdirected, calls for vengeance ; and added 

. indeed generally, an impostor ; he par- , to these influences, is the cupidity of those 

ses of the popular ignorance and the who would escape the payment of their 

pular expectation, and promises in. bill, or desire to make a market of their 
aiibility because he believes infalli- | misfortunes. 

lity to be a possibility; and ignorant, ‘The popular expectation, the erroneous 
the laborious processes of scientific misconception, the natural sympathy for the 
duction, believes that one man can jump patient and the general prejudice against 
«the desideratum as well as another, and the practitioner take their seats in the jury 
vence boldly sets up his own pretensions. | box. No discrimination selects the medical 
The reasonable expectations of professional | witnesses; those who have instigated the 
ysetulness having been lost sight of, the suit, and men who neither understand the 
smple common sense means—those in) meaning nor the pronunciation of the terms 
which cause and effect bear an apparent re- they use, stand on the same level with the 
auon—are set aside also, and to accomplish | qualified practitioner, and from the influ- 
the expected wonders, wonderful means are | ences we have mentioned, the chances are 
»rought in—those whose mode of action is» that their testimony is the most influential. 
as incomprehensible as their expected; ‘The jury is, perhaps, told that as the work 
eects are inconsistent with the teachings | of the mechanic is rejected, unless it comes 
of nature and the designs of Providence. , up to a standard of perfection, so the work 
The wonderful and the marvellous—those ’ of the physician and surgeon must come up 
which overturn the judgment and set up the | to a like perfection; and such illustrations 
nagination—are appealed to, and we have, are received as parallel and analogical. By 
tue whole tribe of quacks flooding the com-} such reasoning, the mysteries of vitality, 
munity with magic pills and pain extractors, } of that machine fearfully and wonderfully 
charms, amulets, and the blood of black } made in the image of its Maker, and living 
cais—with mystical vials and infinitesimal, by the breath of the Deity, is reduced to a 
doses, the ghost of a remedy in search) level with inanimate wood, stone and iron, 
often of but the ghost of a disease. ’ obedient to the mechanic’s hand. 

In such a state of things, the reasonable; But what is to be the measure of the 
means pointed out by correct knowledge, | perfection of the physician’s art, or of that 
vecome in the popular eye, the proof of’ of the surgeon? It may be only in his 
mal-practice; and a regular practitioner | power to save life by the loss of limbs, to 
wio has been so unfortunate as to obey ’ save limbs by preserving them with deform- 
na'ure and truth, is hunted as the victim of ity. The popular eye can see how much 
popular prejudice, while the quack who has’ has been lost, but only science can see how 
complied with that prejudice goes free. We } much has been saved. 
vave the testimony of a highly intelligent; Under such circumstances, it ig not sur- 
and experienced judge, that in all his service ) prising that practitioners should be con- 
onthe bench he has known only one in- , victed, as we know they have been, upon 
sance in which a suit for mal-practice was | a point of anatomy which has no existence, 
‘gtinst a quack doctor; but he had known’ and upon modes of treatment which a jury 
many against regular physicians. Sym-/ of professional men would have pronounced 
pathy naturally attaches to the victim of / correct, judicious and scientific. 
‘ncurable disease or injury; but from the’ For all this ignorance, misconception and 
‘aie of feeling we have endeavoured to error, a fearful retribution is being visited 
analyze, the condition of the disease or in-;upon the community. No matter how 
“ry is ever attributed to the practitioner highly qualified a physician and surgeon 
uaving the case in charge, and not to laws}; may be, he must, in self-defence, refuse 
veyond his control. ‘the responsibilities of cases involving the 

ft is easy now to trace the influences } contingency of a suit for mal-practice. 
Which bring the case into court. The Some of the most skillful men of our coun- 
a have all their interests and their, try now refuse such cases without their oe 

"ngs concerned in bringing discredit} beforehand, and a guarantee against a mal- 
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practice suit. It is nct in the power of all men; and finally, the protection of 1}, 
to comply with such terms, and yet none profession and of the people rests muc! 
can yield to the claims of humanity without with the President Judges of the courts 
risks which few dare encounter. By instructing the juries simply as to wha 
No man may imagine himself safe from: they have any right to demand, many q: 
the whole train of evils resulting from this: unjust verdict would be arrested. 
state of affairs. ‘They impose upon theen- It is believed that with this just care op 
tire community the severest penalty which the part of President Judges of the courts 
mortality can pay; they cost the nation half and a proper discrimination in regard t) 
its life, and consequently half its entire witnesses, much would be done to give a 
happiness and usefulness. With all the just direction to the law, and to insure thy 
elements of health and long life in our, verdicts and penalties in cases of mal-prac. 
country, statistices—figures—lead to the tice would be only against those who had 
fearful inference that our average length of failed in the lawful and reasonable acquir: 
life is but little if any more than half that | ments which they should possess, or atten. 
enjoyed by over-crowded, over-worked, | tions which they should bestow. 
vicious and half-starved Europe, and the, ‘The report is respectfully submitted, 


main cause of this disparity is to be found Wa. Maxwe tu Woon, 
in the difference that there the care of A. Beeze, 

health and life is trusted, by every precau- S. Dickinson. 

tion, to those qualified by suitable educa- _ 


tion, and here every ignorant and conceited, Pennsylvania State Medical Society.— 
pretender is permitted to assume the solemn: The Philadelphia County Medical Society 
responsibilities of managing the health of has appointed the following Committee o! 
his fellow-citizens, and making their lives’ Reception and Arrangement for the Annua! 
the playthings of his blind folly and vain: Meeting of the State Medical Society, 
presumption, . ? , *} which is to be held in Philadelphia on the 
It is more easy to point out the causes’ third Wednesday in April next. 
of, than the remedy for, these evils, and; Drs. Hays, Hallowell, Fox, Mayberry, 
more easy to name the remedies than to’ Norris, Neill, Page, Patterson, Reeve, and 
say how they shall be carried into effectual , West. 


) 
( 


operation. ; ars 

The chief remedy would be the diffusion; Northampton County (Penn.) Medica! 
among the people of correct ideas in rela-° Soctety—The physicians of Northampton 
tion to the duties and obligations of the county, Pa., formed a county medical s0- 
profession, and upon this subject it should’ ciety, with the title of ‘‘ The Medical So- 
be borne in mind that the standard of quali-, ciety of Northampton County,’’ on the 10th 
fication should be in some degree corre- of July last. At the regular meeting in 
spondent to the locality. It cannot be ex-° January of the present year, the following 
pected that the hard worked, and poorly officers were elected: Dr. R. E. James, 
paid country practitioner should have the President; Drs. S. Cook and G. Klein- 
same qualifications, as those partaking the felder, Vice- Presidents ; Dr. 8. M. Zuilch, 
facilities and rewards of the large cities. Corresponding Secretary; Dr. Traill Green, 
I'he country must not expect a degree of Recording Secretary; Dr. Charles Innes, 
service beyond its own ability to reward.) Treasurer. 
No matter how much ability may be pos-. The code of ethics of the American 
sessed by the practitioner, individually, he Medical Association was adopted by the 
must be indebted to favouring circumstances | society. 
for the highest qualification. Itisnottobe! Drs. C. C. Field and D. Lachenour were 
expected that the surgeon, who sees but‘ appointed delegates to the American Medi- 
half a dozen surgical cases in the course of; cal Association, and Drs. C. Jones, } 
a lifetime, can display the same skill as one, H. Abernethy, Frank Hollinshead, Trill 
who, perhaps, at the head of a large hos-| Green, and Robert E. James, delegates 
pitai, has that many cases every day. ‘the State Medical Society. 

Again, none should be admitted on the _ ' 
witness stand, but those who have some; Strafford District (New Hampshire) Med 


evidence of fair qualifications as medical : cal Society.—At the annual meeting of this 
? 
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oy, held in Dover, Jan. 16th, 1850, Drs. From ‘‘the College of Pharmacy of the 
p. Tyler, J. H. Smith, J. Horne, and: City of New York,’’ Messrs. Joun Mu. 
T. Parker, were appointed delegates to: nav, George D, Coccesuatt and Janes 

_-wesent the society at the annual meeting |S. Aspinwa.t. 
re American Medical Association in’ From ‘the Medical Faculty of the Uni- 


Voy, 1850. versity of Pennsylvania,’’ Drs. Georce B. 
-" ‘Woop and James B. Roers. 
. ‘ From ‘‘the College of Physic; 
NEWS. ; F g 1ysicians of 
MEDIC as ‘Philadelphia,””’ Drs. Joseru CaRson, 


‘Henry Bonn and Francis Wesv. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, ‘ From ‘‘the Geneva Medical College,”’ 
Orariotomy.—Dr. Wasnincton L. Ar- ‘ Professor James Bryan, M.D. 
.. writes to us:—"* Since my note to you; From ‘the New Hampshire Medical 
‘she 22d of December last, I have had } Institution,” Drs. ALzerr Swsira and 


..) more cases of large peritoneal section, ; Dix1 Crossy. 
.'h of which have terminated fatally. { From ‘‘the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
“The eighth operation was on the 6th of {macy,” Wittiam Procter, Jr., Danze B. 
Pvoruary, the patient Miss L. N., aged 30; Smiru and Cuartes Etuis. 
vears; the incision extending from oneinch; From ‘‘the Rhode Island Medical So- 
ve the umbilicus to the pelvis; the ciety,’’ Drs. Usner Parsons and Davin 
‘nour eystiform, having numerous adhe- ; KiNG. 
sos, and weighing fourteen pounds.} From ‘‘the New Jersey State Medical 
eath from peritonitis on the sixth day. | Society,””. Drs. L. Connicr and W. A. 
“The ninth operation was on the 16th of ; Newe Lt. 
February; the patient Mrs. F. C.; aged 48} From “the Faculty of the Medical De- 
vars, and much prostrated ; the incision of } partment of the University of Buffalo,’ Dr. 
e same length; the tumour cystiform, } Car ves A. Lee. 
wing inseparable adhesions to the viscera ; } Grorce B. Woop, 
e adherent portions of the cyst were | Vice-President of the Pharm. 
ached from the main tumour and per- | Convention of 1840, 
ated to remain; the spermatic artery cut} Puiza., Feb. 25th, 1850. 
uid tied; weight of tumour twenty-eight | ome 
nds. Death from exhaustion on the third 
lew ( 


Medical Institution of Yale College.— 


“Chlorof prea “al At the annual examination in January last, 
‘Chloroform was used in both cases with } yy, i 
‘sixteen candidates were admitted to the 


“ue most pleasant results. ; Degree of M. D. 
“Details of these cases will be given { on 
nthe American Journal of the Medical ' Albany Medical College.—At the recent 
4 — 


‘etences,’? 


commencement, the degree of M. D. was 
conferred on twenty-six candidates. 


~—ooweee ee 


Delegates to the Convention for Revising 
‘it National Pharmacopwia.—In compliance ° oa 
*"4 a resolution of the Convention for Re-} Mortality of Baltimore in 1849.—It 
‘sing the National Pharmacopeia, which } appears, from the Annual Report of the 
“et at Washington on the Ist of January, ; Baltimore Board of Health for the past 
“4, the Vice-President announces the { year, that there were 4,576 deaths in the 
‘polltment of the following delegates to: city during 1849, of which 2,317 were 
ee Convention, to be held at ‘males, 2,259 females; 1,057 colored ; 266 
ashington on the first Monday in May, ‘slaves, and 791 free ; 411 were still-born ; 
~The names are given in the order in ‘995 under one year of age; between one 
which they were received by him. ‘and two, 500; between two and five, 414; 
veo ‘the Faculty of the National / between five and ten, 174; between ten 
“edical College” at Wachington, Profes- and fifieen, 93; between seventy and 
- Ritey, Mitten, and Foreman. ‘eighty, 152; between eighty and ninety, 
‘tom “the Faculty of the Jefferson Med- {59; between ninety and one hundred, 21; 
cal College,” of Philadelphia, Professors {above one hundred, 7. Died of consump- 
‘“4NELIN Bacne and R. M. Huston, ‘tion, 668. 


—— 
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re-applied, when, after a few more secon, 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. observing that he made one stertorous ; 

Chloroform on the Field of Battle. —The  spiration, I removed it altogether, He 

expedition against Rome has atlurded an) ceased to breathe ; but, after some seco» 
opportunity of testing the effects of chloro- | had elapsed, made another i inspiration ; 

form in cases of operations performed on) this occurred several times, until at lens ng 


the field of battle. In some interesting let- | respiration ceased entirely. The mome: 


ters, published by the Gazette Médicale, it was perceived that his respiration ws. 
from one of the surgeons attached to the, imperfect, he was dashed with cold was: 
expeditionary army, we have many curious on the face, had a bottle of ammonia occa, 


facts relating to military surgery, and | sionally applied to his nostrils, and respira. 
amongst others, the experience acquired tion was also endeavoured to be restored | 
relative to the use of chloroform. After’ occasionally depressing the ribs and ster. 
the murderous affair of the Villa Pamfili,;num. Finally, electricity was employe: 
in which the Romans displayed a courage | and continued until it was ascertained tha 
worthy of their ancestors, MM. Pasquier he was dead. ‘I'he deceased had been , 
and de Santi made numerous efforts to ob- ; patient in the hospital for some time for; 
tain insensibility with chloroform, but failed. > cancer. 
The occurrence of so great a degree of ner-) ‘‘ The chloroform used is imported from 
vous agitation, that several assistants were) London, from one of the first druggisis 
hardly able to control the wounded patient, The bottle from which this chloroform was 
compelled the military surgeons to abandon ; taken had been opened in the morning, ani 
the remedy. Its use appears incompatible used on a boy in twice the quantity the: 
with the excitement produced by a recent; was used on the deceased. I am alway: 
combat. In one case, after the third inha- } particularly cautious in the use of it; anda 
lation, the patient was seized with violent ; few minates before Bryan was placed | 
agitation, which continued for half an hour, ' the table, I said to Dr. Scott, ‘ the more fre. 
and then terminated in death. For second- | quently I employ the chloroform, the more 
ary operations, the chloroform was used; I am convinced how necessary it is to be 
with success; but even then it required to’ very careful in the administration of it,’ or 
be administered with great caution, for the | words to that effect. This is the first case 
nervous excitement still continued in many | of the kind that has occurred in Jamaica, | 
patients.— Med. Times, Jan. 26, 1850, > believe. It is not only in cases where sur- 
— ; gical operations are required that chloro- 
Death from Chloroform.—A man recently ; form is used, but in cases of labour ani 
died at Kingston (Jamaica) from the effects; many others, and invariably with success. 
of inhaling chloroform, preparatory to the’ I stated to the deceased that chloroform 
performance of a surgical operation. A, was about to be applied, and instructed hin 
post-mortem examination took place, and how to inhale it, and he made no objection 
Dr. McGrath, of the Public Hospital, tes- } whatever to its employment.” 
tified to the following effect :— } The verdict of the jury was, that the de- 
‘William Bryan was yesterday placed ’ ‘ceased died from the inhalation of chlor: 
on the table in the operating-room, for the » form, and that the fatal result was caused 
purpose of having performed on him a sur- } more immediately by the diseased state at 
gical operation. As it would be attended | his heart. 
with considerable pain, it was deemed ad- — 
visable to place him under the influence of! Medicine in Sweden.—There is in Swe: 
chloroform previously. I had about a}den but one class of practitioners, called 
drachm poured on the sponge and applied doctors. The central medical governmet' 
it over his mouth and nostrils, but, at first, is entrusted to a Board of Health, which 
not in a close contact—(at no period was represented in the provinces by the mut 
the atmospheric air totally excluded). He} cipal councils. One doctor must be amon: 
bore it badly, and I was frequently obliged | the members of the latter ; he is considere i 
to withdraw it to facilitate his breathing. ; as a government officer, and enjoys the 
The stage of excitement which is usual’ same privileges as the military and civ 
came on, and he struggled and kept away’ functionaries of his rank. The medics: 
the sponge for some seconds. It was again. practitioner belonging to the municipé: 
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neil is placed under the immediate con- 

- ofthat council; the hospital medical 
me under the control of the director of 
_aqhlishment; military surgeons under 
¢ the colonel of the regiment; and all 
- eal men, Whether government officers 

' ain under that of the Board of Health. 
veal instruction is gratuitous at the 
Ce ren of Upsal and Lund. From these | 
sealties the pupils remove to the Royal In. : 
coaie of Medicine and Surgery of Stock 
m, where they finish their clinical stu- 

-s. and undergo practical examinations. » 
From that period the new doctor is con. | 
Jered fit to be employed by the State, or. 
* may settle in any part of the kingdom 
private practice. Medico-legal cases be- 

oz by right to the municipal doctors, who > 
pound to deposit one copy of the docu- 
ments connected with each case to the pro. 
ver provincial authorities, and another to’ 
+» Board of Health. ‘This Board keeps in» 

‘sarehives a complete collection of all the 
redico-legal eases of the country.—Lancet, 
Dec. 1, 1849. 

Projected Pulling-down of the Ilotel-: 
livew, Puris.—This hospital, the origin of 
which is placed so far back as the seventh 
entury, when it was founded by St. Landry, 
son the eve of being pulled down. The 
vention is to demolish that part of the hos- 
oval which is situated on the right bank of } 
e river Seine, and to keep up about a 
oundred beds in the other part on the left: 
wk. The latter accommodation is destined 
the immediate wants of the poorer popu- 
sion of the city, whilst the new hospital, 
which was begun under the late monarchy, ' 
ind which has been successively called ' 
“ooital Louis Philippe and Hopital de la» 
Nepublique, will shortly be opened with ' 
out 700 beds.— Ibid. . 


eee 


eeurvw 


‘astrotomy for Impassable Stricture of } 
‘\¢ Qsophagus.--Dr. SepiLLot, professor | 
the faculty of Strasburg, lately apprised } 
“ve Academy of Medicine, that on the 13th ' 
t November last, he performed gastrotomy | 
4 patient labouring under an impassable } 
“nclure of the @sophagus, and who must } 
‘evitably have perished. This operation } 
*as performed under very favourable cir: | 
“umstances, was borne very well, and did’ 
‘' meet with any great difficulty. Warm! 
‘pes Were entertained, when, fifteen hours ; 
ler the opening of the stomach, the patient ; 
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complained of a sense of weight, and ex- 
pired a few hours afterwards, without com- 
plaint or pain, without the least idea of his 
approaching end, and taking the people sur- 
rounding him quite by surprise. Dr. Séd)l- 
lot, in a series of conclusions, maintains that 
this failure should not deter surgeons from 
acting similarly in analogous circumstances, 
—Ibid. 

Vulcanized India-rubber in Surgery.— 
Vulcanized caoutchouc has now become 
very common in the arts, and is likewise 
used in surgery. A systematic and exten- 
sive application of this substance has lately 
been made at Paris, for surgical purposes ; 
and Dr Ganriet presented to the Surgical 
Society of that capital, on the 19th of Sep- 
tember last, a series of apparatuses, made 


of vulcanized caoutchoue, for traction, com- 


pression, confinement, dilatation, suction, 
&e. Dr. Gariel prepares the substance by 
dipping the caoutchoue into a saline bath, 
and thereby renders the India-rubber per- 


;teetly and regularly elastic, gives to it an 
-immense force of cohesion, prevents fatty 


bodies or the most energetic chemical 


agents (nitrate of silver, nitric, sulphuric, 
}and muriatic acids, &c.) from acting upon 


it, and causes it to preserve its elasticity at 
extreme temperatures. It should be re- 
membered that ordinary caoutchouc pos- 
sesses none of the above-named properties. 


> One peculiarity pervades the numerous 


kinds of apparatuses which Dr, Gariel laid 

before the Society, and that is, a very inge- 

niously-contrived mode of insufilating vari- 

ous tubes, when placed upon, or introduced 
into, the body. giving them a greater dia- 

meter, and increasing their power of pres- 
sure at will. We may mention a tube used 
for arresting epistaxis, which will plug the 
posterior nares by insufflating it. Pessaries 
and a great number of variously-shaped 
cushions, intended for many different surgi- 
cal uses, are also made to change their size 
at will, by filling them more or less with 
air. The Society expressed its highest ap- 
proval of these applications of vulcanized 
caoutchouc.—Jbid. 


Cholera in a New-Born Child.—M. Ho- 
MoLLe has reported an instance in which a 
woman in labour was attacked with cholera. 
Aninfant apparently asphyxiated, was born, 
but, after proper remedies, was roused, 
passed meconium and urine, and appeared 
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to be doing well. Twenty four hours after 
its birth, there came on suddenly serous 
diarrhwa, vomiting, and all the gravest 
symptoms of cholera, and it died in afew 
hours. M. Homolle puts the question, 
whether it was infected with cholera in the 
womb or after birth. He inclines to the 
former opinion. — Medical Times, from 
L Union Medicale, Oct. 23. 

Cholera in the Chimpanzee.—La Presse 
Médicale (Bruxelles), states that in August, 
while the cholera was prevailing at Ant- 
werp, a magnificent chimpanzee, which is 
in the Zoological (sardens of that city, was 
attacked with cholera. It had cramps, 
vomiting, rice-water stools, general cold- 
ness of the body, and an extremely feeble 
pulse. It was treated with laudanum and 
sinapisms, and was cured in three days.— 
Ibid. 


Homeopathy and the Cholera.—In defer- 
ence to the assertions and large claims of 


the advocates of homeopathy, and in con- 


sideration of the comparatively small suc- 


cess obtained over the mortality of cholera’ 


by any method of treatment, the adminis- 
tration of the Hospitals Salpétricre and St. 
Louis submitted a few cases to the homao- 
pathic mode of practice, but the result did 
not warrant its continuance. ‘The phy- 
sicians report that all the cases proved fatal. 
—L) Union Médicale. 


Phthisis in Pregnant Women.—Dr. Gri- 
Lond 


SOLLE concludes, from facts observed in’ 


twenty-seven cases, that conception rarely 
takes place with women labouring under 
confirmed phthisis; whilst the first symp- 
toms of tubercular deposits become very 
often suddenly evident in the course of 
pregnancy, particularly in the three or four 
first months. Pregnancy has been repeat- 
edly observed to act as an exciting cause in 
women predisposed to the organic disease. 
By carefully comparing facts, Dr. Grisolle 


found that the pulmonary affection went. 


through its stages more rapidly with preg- 
nant women than with unimpregnated sub- 
jects ; and a circumstance which, according 
to the author, seemed to prove the prejudi- 
cial influence.of pregnancy, is, that the 


organic changes appeared to be stayed im- ' 


mediately delivery had taken place, pro- 


vided the patient had not been in a very | 


/ advanced state of phthisis. He remarke, 
however, on the other hand, that in t, 
greater number of cases, the pulmonar, 
affection does not modify the progress 
utero-gesiation.—ZJbid. 

New Anaesthetic Agent.—M. Rames has 
discovered, that the bromuret of pe lta 
enjoys the property of bringing ona degree 

of insensibility, little less than that possess. 

ed by ether. When administered to +), 
extent of five drachms during the day. ; 

‘throws the patient into a kind of drunkes 

‘torpor, which continues for several days, 
In one case, at the Venereal Hospital, the 
sensibility was so much diminished, tha 
the skin could be pierced with a flat stite». 
ing-needle; yet the patient experienced no 
pain; while tickling the conjunctiva ané 

_fauces were unaccompanied by winking or 

‘desire to vomit. But the most remarkable 

' point was, that the intellectual faculties re. 
mained unaffected. M. Rames is now con. 
' tinuing his experiments, the results of which 
will soon be made public.—Med. Times, 

Feb. 9, 1850. 

) ew Caustic.—M. Rivas has proposed 

/a new caustic, formed by imbibing a piece 

; of cotton or lint with mono-hydrated azotc 
‘acid. This acts on the substance of the 
cotton, and converts it into a kind of jelly, 

somewhat similar to collodium. According 

_ to the author, this new preparation possesses 

‘the following advantages over the Vienna 

caustic. 

1. It is more easily limited in its action, 
because it does not become fluid like the 
-potass. 

2. It produces a deeper eschar, which 
remains soft, and does not prevent the caus- 
tic from continuing its action on the subja- 
cent parts. The eschars, also, thus pro 

‘duced, are easily removed, and we cat 
carry the action of the caustic to the precise 

extent we desire.—Jbid. 

Obituary Record.—Died, at Bishopwear- 
mouth, on the 10th of January, Wm. R10 
~Cranny, Esq., M.D., F.R.S.E, Ke. 
for upwards of forty-five years Physician 
to the Bishopwearmouth Infirmary, and in- 
ventor of the first safety lamp. 

— at Paris, in the 56th year of his 93° 
Dr. Prus. 
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